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It has been 3 years since my hus-
band Al and I last visited Madagas-
car, and some things have changed. 
There are still political problems, 
and no formally recognized govern-
ment. There are a few new roads, 
always a great help! Several of the 
Parish Nurses had ill family mem-
bers so their time was limited in 
doing any outside ministry. Most of 
them still work full-time, so their 
availability is quite limited. But they 
do answer questions and help peo-
ple when able.  

  

Angele Razanamalala, who works in 
the capital, Antananarivo, works 
with older adults in her neighbor-
hood. She has a group gathering 
weekly, checks blood pressures, vis-
its those who are sick, and then 
helps them share about problems 
and issues. They learn a lot from 
each other and get support. The 
people trust her and have confi-
dence in her care. We tried to help 
her find a clinic to refer to for medi-
cal needs.  

  

She reported how this work has 
helped her own life to have more 
meaning and purpose. She feels that 
she can meet people's needs and 
finds this so fulfilling. Since her 

husband's death, she has a role that is 
important and necessary for her life and 
she is so happy about that. She said she 
didn't think she could have adjusted so 
well without this ministry. She also had 
worked in the prison ministry in her 
original home city, creating policies for 
health there. She also mentors, Josiane 
Razafindramavo, who is new to Parish 
Nursing. This networking is wonderful 
to see. The Parish Nurses meet annually 
for a day of spiritual refreshment, shar-
ing and prayer.  

 

Several days later we traveled to Tama-
tave, the port city for Madagascar on the 
east coast to visit with Josiane Ra-
zafindramavo. She is a young physical 
therapist who is so dedicated and inspir-
ing. She has 4 children and works 
fulltime, but spends some time at her 
church, seeing people to offer health 
advice and care. She told me that the 
course changed her life. She has much 
more understanding for her patients and 
compassion, also for herself and family 
too. She doesn't get as upset when pa-
tients don't meet goals in rehab due to 
family and social problems.  

  

In Morondava we met with 3 Parish 
Nurses. They are working individually 
for the present, not special times at the 
churches. But the members know they 
are Parish Nurses and seek them out to 
answer questions and get help. They try 
to solve problems of families who don't 
have much access to social supports for 
children's neglect issues, marriage prob-
lems, mental illness, and poverty. Be-
cause the Parish Nurses work full time 
and teach as well, we discussed the possi-
bility of asking for volunteers to help 
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them. It will be a challenge as their 
culture is not familiar with volun-
teering, as most are surviving first. 
The amazing thing about this visit 
was that the Parish Nurses told me 
they were not doing much, and yet 
as we talked, they are saving chil-
dren from dying in the streets, 
preventing sexual abuse, and help-
ing the depressed, among other 
things. What would God say to 
that? I think He would tell them, 
"Well done, good and faithful serv-
ants!" I told them that as well.  

While in Madagascar, I also taught 
100+ Catholic sisters who are 
nurses. Then I spoke to a group of 
ministry leaders for the handi-
capped. These Parish ministers try 
to help the members learn and 
support those with disabilities of 
various forms. My last teaching 
was in Morondava for a group of 
30 nursing students. We are hop-
ing that the seeds of healing were 
planted during a very fruitful visit. 

 

This is the first of several reports 
on our Mission to Madagascar trip 
this year.  Al will report on his 
work there in the next issue.   

...Article written by Maureen Daniels 
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 In the last decade, we 
here at Immaculate 
Conception have been 
blessed with the wis-
dom and philosophy of 
many Senior members 
in their eighties and 
nineties. We have even 
had one centenarian, 
the late Mary Blume, 
who lived at home with 
her daughter until she 
was 99 and only then, 
spent her remaining 
time in a nursing 
home. Today our old-
est parish member is 
Mary Scheidt. 

  Mary Cecilia arrived 
in this world on De-
cember 6th 1913, one 
of eight children of 
Frank & Mary Beu-
telschies in Pokoshe, 
OK. 

  Reminiscing about 
early memories, Mary 
recalls growing up in a 
mining camp, walking 
¾ mile to a two-room 
schoolhouse, attending 
St Ann’s Academy, and 
Tishomingo College, 
and going down into 
the mines during the 

many lightning storms.  

  In 1939 Mary came to 
St. Louis, started work-
ing and enrolled in the 
nursing program at 
DePaul Hospital. But 
alas, it wasn’t to be, 
because she met and 
married Emil Scheidt 
on Jan 21, 1941, who 
she was married to for 
56 years. She then be-
gan working  alongside 
Emil running “Scheidt 
Hardware Store” in 
Maplewood.  

   Mary and Emil, along 
with four children, 
lived in the back of the 
store until 1981, when 
they moved into a big-
ger house on Marietta. 

   When you ask Mary 
what her hobbies were, 
she replies that she was 
a “Jack of all Trades”, 
as she would do and try 
whatever needed to be 
done. 

  Mary found her treas-
ure within Immaculate 
Conception Parish, 
when she began help-
ing in the school cafete-

ria, and from there eve-
rything took off. It was 
where her heart was, 
centering her life and 
time within parish life. 
She developed and nur-
tured many lasting 
friends and relation-
ships through all of her 
volunteering. 

  Any time there was a 
volunteer sign-up 
sheet, her name was 
not only first on the 
list, but it was her de-
pendability that made 
that so important. If 
she said she would 
help, she was there 
promptly, and was 
ready for action, 
whether it was peeling 
potatoes and apples for 
the sausage  suppers, 
sewing and making 
crafts for the country 
fair, making and selling 
cakes for the fish fries, 
involvement in the Lei-
sure Club, plus all the 
other events and func-
tions going on. Mary 
was always front and 
center. 

IC’s Oldest Parishioner - Mary Scheidt 

  Mary now resides at the 
Mother of Perpetual Help 
Apartments at Cardinal 
Ritter Center on Watson 
Road. She loves and enjoys 
visits  from her family and 
friends from Immaculate. 
So if some day you have an 
hour or so to spare, stop by 
to visit her and you will 
not only be warmly wel-
comed, but will have some 
mighty good conversation 
about “old times.” See you 
there. 

...Interview and Article written 
by Senior Outreach Coordina-
tor, Carole Haislip 
 

 

Special Dates to Remember:  

• October 6 : Green Social 12:00-3:00pm 

• October 19 : IC Trivia Night 7:00pm 

• October 23: Mystagogy Class Begins 7:00pm 

• November 1 : All Saints Day Mass at 8:00am and 
7:00pm 

 

• November 3 : Ladies Auxiliary Pancake Breakfast  
8:00am 

• November 9: Breakfast and the Bible 8:30am 

• November 16 : Parish Club Sausage Supper 

• November 28 : Thanksgiving Mass 9:00am 
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October 

Frank Hummert     Oct. 1 

Logan Sabourin      Oct. 3 

Todd Bircher          Oct. 4 

Ed Scanlon              Oct. 4 

Claude Davis           Oct. 6 

Jeanine Jones           Oct. 6 

Barb Kloeckener      Oct. 6 

Tom Grellner           Oct. 7 

Tony Johnston         Oct. 7 

Gary Lee                  Oct. 8 

Teresa Lunte            Oct. 8 

David Wachtman     Oct. 8 

Isaiah Springer         Oct. 11 

Doug Robberson      Oct. 12 

Mary Gustafson        Oct. 14 

Ruth Johnson           Oct. 14 

Sandy Nenninger      Oct. 14 

Olivia Arias               Oct. 15 

William Morgan       Oct. 16 

Thomas Murphy       Oct. 16 

Zach Arias                 Oct. 18 

Barb Contestabile     Oct. 18 

Max Bohling             Oct. 20 

Sandra Mauk            Oct. 21 

Alice Hezel                Oct. 22 

Jack Pruett                Oct. 22 

Mary Humphrey       Oct. 23 

Judy McLaughlin       Oct. 23 

Meeghan Sargent      Oct. 24 

John Evans                Oct. 25 

Becky Konersmann   Oct. 26 

Meghan Goheen       Oct. 27 

Katie Graham           Oct. 28 

Ron Nisbet               Oct. 29 

Lucy White               Oct. 29 

Al Beletz                   Oct. 31 

 

November  

Sandra Marks             Nov. 1 

Tom Bankston           Nov. 3 

Mary McGuffy           Nov. 4 

Grace Becker             Nov. 5 

Syl Beletz                   Nov. 5 

Chuck Ellermann     Nov. 6 

John Huff                  Nov. 7 

Donna Kemper          Nov. 8 

Maehle Lawrence       Nov. 8 

Carleigh Nations     Nov. 9 

Mike O’Reilly          Nov. 10 

Cole Bircher            Nov. 12 

Allison Huff             Nov. 12 

Scott Mauk              Nov. 15 

Ken Clemens           Nov. 18 

Helen Frazier           Nov. 18 

Carole Haislip          Nov. 18 

John Hochstatter     Nov. 18 

Mark Lawrence        Nov. 19 

Cori Nations            Nov. 21 

Pat Richardson         Nov. 21 

Penney Branham      Nov. 23 

Judy Dauer               Nov. 23 

Phyllis Lee                Nov. 23 

Rosemary Grimm     Nov. 25 

Carole Helm             Nov. 28 

Gary Gray                 Nov. 30 

shouts, “Ready… aim…”, and suddenly the 
priest yells, “Tornado!”  When everyone ducks, 
the priest runs off. 

   By then, of course, the deacon had it all fig-
ured out.  They bring him out and when the 
guard shouts, “Ready… aim…”, the deacon 
yells, “Fire!” 

 

   A bishop, a priest, and a deacon were 
about to be executed for preaching the gos-
pel in a foreign land. 

   They bring out the bishop first and the 
guard shouts, “Ready… aim…”, and sudden-
ly the bishop yells, “Earthquake!”  When 
everyone looks around, the bishop runs off. 

   Next they bring out the priest.  The guard 

Happy Birthday to You! 

Our Attempt at Humor 



October 1: St. Therese of the Child Jesus (1873-1897) 
Marie Francoise Martin grew up in Lisieux in France.  
She was raised by her sister, Pauline, after their mother 
died.  She entered the Carmelite convent at age 15 and 
was given the name Therese.  Most of the chores she was 
given were household tasks, but she did them all with 
joy and love.  In 1895 she was told to write her reflec-
tions of her childhood and afterwards added an account 
of her later life.  After her death from tuberculosis, this 
book was published under the title, The Story of a Soul. 
Her story gives us all hope that we too can become 
saints even if our lives are very ordinary.  She was canon-
ized in 1925 and was proclaimed a Dr. of the Church by 
Pope John Paul II in 1997.  She is patroness of the mis-
sions, of florists, and France. 

 

October 2: The Holy Guardian Angels In Matthew 
18:10, Jesus advises his followers to become like little 
children.  Then he says, “Take care that you do not des-
pise one of these little ones, for, I tell you, their angels 
continually see the face of my Father in heaven.”  His 
words are one source for the belief, held since the days 
of the earliest Christians, that every person has a guardi-
an or protecting angel.  The word “angel” means “a mes-
senger” in Greek.  Angels are mentioned often in scrip-
ture as defenders, companions, and guides.  Their task is 
to assist us in our journey to God. 

 

October 4: St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) Francis was 
the son of a wealthy cloth merchant in Italy.  He loved 
fine clothes and everything else that went with being 
rich.  When the town of Assisi went to war with Perugia, 
Francis joined the campaign.  A year as a prisoner of war 
changed his outlook.  Everything that had given him joy 
now seemed empty.  Francis spent hours praying for 
guidance.  One day he heard the voice of Christ say, 
“Repair my house,” so Francis carried bricks to the chap-
el to repair its stonework.  Only later did he realize that 
God was talking about the entire Church.  Francis re-
nounced wealth and became known as “the little poor 
one”.  In 1210, Pope Innocent III authorized Francis 
and eleven companions to be roving preachers of Christ 
in simplicity and holiness.  Thus began the Friars Mis-
sion.  In 1224, there appeared on his body the stigmata, 
the five wounds of the crucified Christ.  On his death-
bed he composed the “Canticle of the Sun”, a hymn of 
praise still sung today.  He is the patron saint of ecol-
ogists and of Italy. 

October 15: St. Teresa of Jesus (1515-1582) Teresa of 
Avila was born during the years when Martin Luther was 
beginning the Reformation in Germany.  She entered 
the Carmelite convent at the age of 21.  She was a mys-
tic, a person with a gift for deep prayer.  It was told that 
sometimes she would sink into a union with God so 
intense, that she rose off the floor.  The convent she 
entered was like a club for young women.  The richest 
ones received special treatment and the place was filled 
with visitors, games, and good food.  After 20 years, she 
longed for a place where the real Carmelite life would be 
lived - a place of prayer, silence and fasting.  She received 
permission to begin such a community.  Teresa also did 
a lot of writing.  Her most important writings were Life, 
The Way of Perfection, the Book of Foundations, and 
The Interior Castle.  She was the first woman declared 
“Doctor of the Church” (1970).  She is the patroness of 
Spain. 

 

October 16: St. Margaret Mary Alacoque (1647-1690) 
Margaret was born in a small town in Burgundy in 
France.  She had many difficulties in childhood, includ-
ing the death of her father, a serious illness, and trouble 
with relatives.  She joined a Visitation convent when she 
was 20.  At this time, many Christians in France were 
being taught that perhaps only a few people could even 
reach heaven.  This false idea was called Jansenism.  Dur-
ing prayer she experienced four visions of Jesus concern-
ing devotion towards His heart as symbolizing His love 
for all people.  She felt called to let people know about 
this love and suggested that a feast day in honor of the 
Sacred Heart be started.  In 1856 this became a reality. 

 

October 18: St. Luke The gospel that bears Luke’s name 
was written sometime after the year 80.  In the begin-
ning of his gospel, Luke says he had spoken with eyewit-
nesses to the events.  His other work, the Acts of the 
Apostles, records the story of the Church as it unfolded 
after the descent of the Holy Spirit. His gospel displays 
Jesus’ sensitivity to the concerns of women and all who 
are oppressed in society.  The importance of prayer is 
stressed.  His gospel makes it clear that Jesus came to 
save everyone - Samaritans, lepers, tax collectors, Roman 
soldiers, and public sinners.  We know about Luke from 
St. Paul and other early Christian writers.  Luke never 
knew Jesus personally.  He was a well educated Greek 
and probably was a doctor.  Paul was his catechist and in 
return he became Paul’s friend.   He was a great artist of 
words and his narratives have inspired many artistic mas-
terpieces.  He is the patron saint of physicians and paint-
ers.  

Saints and Feasts 
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October 28: Saints Simon and Jude The Scriptures say 
little about Simon and Jude.  In Luke’s gospel, Simon is 
called a zealot.  There was a radical group among Jews 
called the Zealots.  They wanted to remove the Romans 
who controlled the country.  The word zealot may also 
have meant someone who took the Jewish law very serious-
ly.  According to legend, Simon spread the gospel in 
Egypt.  In the gospels of Matthew and Mark, Jude is called 
Thaddeus.  We call him Jude to distinguish him from Ju-
das Iscariot.  It is believed that both Simon and Jude were 
martyred in Russia.  Jude is the patron saint of despair 
and hopeless situations. 

 

November 1: All Saints Day God’s saints come in every 
size, shape, color, and age.  Some are remembered by 
name, but most are unknown to us.  Known or unknown, 
honored or forgotten, they have one great thing in com-
mon; during their lives, they helped to announce the 
Kingdom of God.  The idea of holding one feast to cele-
brate all holy men and women seems to have been born in 
the early centuries of Christianity.  In 844, Pope Gregory 
IV set November 1 as the date for the festival in honor of 
all saints. 

 

November 2: All Souls Day This is the day we set aside to 
pray for all those who have gone before us.  At this time, 
we ask God for the coming of the kingdom where justice 
will flower and where life will be lived in its fullness. 

 

November 4: St. Charles Borromeo (1538-1584) Charles 
was born into a life of wealth.  His uncle, who was Pope 
Pius IV, made him a cardinal at the age of 22.  He wore 
fine clothes and enjoyed hunting.  In a way, his early life 
was an example of the abuses  of power in the Church at 
the time.  But, Charles was hardworking and earned his 
doctorate at the age of 22.  When he was 25 he made a 
retreat based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.  He 
experienced a deep spiritual change and began to live a life 
of strict poverty.  In 1563, he was made Archbishop of 
Milan. After a famine in Milan, he kept thousands fed 
with his own funds.  Almost no religious education exist-
ed then, but he wanted everyone, especially children, to 
understand their faith.  He started the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine and soon had trained enough cate-
chists to teach 40,000 children.  He is the patron saint of 
catechists and catechumens. 

 

November 11: St. Martin of Tours (316-397) Martin was 
a soldier’s son who was born in Hungary, but was raised in 
Italy.  Roman law required that sons follow their father’s 

line of work and so Martin joined the army.  As a young 
officer, he gave his cloak to a beggar and decided to be bap-
tized.  Around 339, he asked for a discharge from the army 
and said, “I am a soldier of Christ.  It is not lawful for me 
to fight.”  In 360 he became a priest.  He was made Bishop 
of Tours in 370 and visited each parish in the diocese every 
year.  Until the time of his death, only martyrs had been 
celebrated as saints.  Martin was so loved that he became 
one of the first un-martyred to be honored as a saint. 

 

November 13: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini (1850-1917) 
Frances was born in Lombardy and was the youngest of 13 
children.  After training as a school teacher, she applied for 
admission to two convents, but was refused because of ill 
health.  Instead she was given charge of a small orphanage.  
In 1880 she founded the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart, which soon had convents in Northern Italy.  Her 
attention became directed to the urgent needs of immi-
grants in America.  In 1889, she arrived in New York with 
six other missionary sisters and established their first Amer-
ican convent and orphanage.  Over a period of 28 years, 
she opened schools, hospitals, and other charitable organi-
zations.  She also introduced the missionary sisters to South 
America, France, Spain and England.  She became a natu-
ralized American citizen and was the first citizen of the U.S. 
to be canonized as a saint.  In 1950, Pope Pius XII named 
her patroness of immigrants. 

 

November 30: St. Andrew, Apostle  Andrew was a fisher-
man with his brother Simon.  One day Jesus walked by as 
they cast their nets and invited them to become “fishers of 
men”.  Andrew is often shown bringing others to Jesus.  It 
was Andrew who brought forward  the boy with five 
loaves and two fishes when food was needed for the 
crowd.  In John’s gospel, Andrew tells his brother Si-
mon, “We have found the Messiah.”  After the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit, Andrew brought others to 
Christ in a new way.  He became a missionary.  Several 
countries claim to have been visited by Andrew.  Be-
cause of legends that he preached in Scotland, that 
country put his cross on its flag.  Andrew is the patron 
saint of Scotland, Greece and Russia. 

...Article written by Deacon Ken Clemens 
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Sr. Janet Ryan: L’Arche St. Louis  
I made my profession of Perpetual Vows as a Sister of 
St. Francis of Clinton Iowa, on Saturday, July 20, 
2013 in Clinton, Iowa at Prince of Peace Parish, near 
our mother house. My dad and the rest of my family 
came out from New England and Washington D.C. 
L'Arche St. Louis house members, a few friends, our 
board president and most of our sisters also attended 
the Mass and luncheon. "I am very grateful for my 
vocation-to be called in this way-and pray that God 
will continue to call me to conversion of heart and 
give me the grace and courage to say, yes."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Ponzer: Longtime Parishioner 
Betty graduated on August 10th from the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis with a Masters in Business with 
an emphasis in Accounting.  Congratulations!  

 

IC Parishioner Trivia: “Who rides their bike every day 
all around Maplewood..and by the way..is 96 years young!” 

 

Join us in welcoming these newly registered  

parishioners!! 

Maria Fitzgerald (L’Arche St. Louis) 

Tom, Kate, and Grace Hannan 

Edith (Edie) Kenney 

Marie, Cheyenne, and Sierra Long  

Marie Mudd (L’Arche St. Louis) 

Josh, Alexis, Sadie, Jack, Ryan, and Mia Murphy 

Edward (Duke) and Karen Schreiner 

Tony Speno 

 

Mystagogy: Living the Mysteries of Faith  

     Mystagogy means revealing the mysteries. It usual-
ly refers to the training a new convert receives just 
after they enter the Church. It is a time to learn 
about the mysteries of God and our faith---those 
things which are beyond our understanding, such as 
the Eucharist.  

     Even though Mystagogy is generally a study for 
new converts, living in the mysteries of the faith is a 
lifelong endeavor.  In our walk to know Christ, we 
join with those mysteries and receive graces to grow 
and to see Christ more fully. 
     In order to help each other grow in living the 
mysteries, we are having a class to help us all walk 
more deeply in our faith. It will be more than a lec-
ture. It will be a time to share with each other what 
God is doing in our lives and to explore faith togeth-
er. 
     The class is open to all. It begins Wednesday,  

October 23rd at 7:00pm in the rectory dining room 
and will meet about every other week. Watch for 
more information. For questions contact Deborah 
Lee (314) 781-0418 deborah@allinderlee.com. 

 

Immaculate Conception Church 
We, the members of Immaculate Conception 
Parish of Maplewood, Missouri, are a vibrant, 
diverse and growing Catholic community, wel-
coming and serving all, faithfully and compas-

sionately in Christ. 
 

Church/Rectory: 2934 Marshall Avenue 

Maplewood, MO 63143 

Parish Hall: 7240 Anna Avenue 

Maplewood, MO 63143 

Phone: 314-645-3307 

Fax: 314-645-0672 

Email: icmaplewood@gmail.com 

Website: www.icmaplewood.com 

Daily Mass: 8:00am 

Saturday Mass: 4:00pm 

Sunday Mass: 9:30am 

Parishioner News 
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